property behind him. The second wife became a childless widow.
As partition was effected even before her marriage and as the
properties that fell to the share of her husband were sold away by
her husband, she has no means for her livelihood. She could not
ask her first wife's sons for money. In such circumstances, is she
entitled to claim maintenance?

*   Under Section 125, Cr.P.C., the step-mother has no right to
claim maintenance. However, the explanation to Section 20
of the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act defines "parent1
which includes a childless step-mother also. So, the step-
mother is entitled to claim maintenance from her step sons
under the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act,

48.   Lakshmayya married Seethamma. They had no children.
As the doctors also confirmed that Seethamma could not beget
children, Lakshmayya gave divorce to her through court,
Seethamma is a pious lady. She performs Poojas and lives
separately. After divorce, Lakshmayya married another lady by
name, Savitri and through Savitri, Lakshmayya had two children
and became financially sound and is leading a happy married
life. However, the first wife, Seethamma is unable to maintain
herself as she has no means of livelihood and no provision was
also made at the time of divorce. As she is a pious villager, she
felt that she could not approach her husband as already divorce
was effected. She felt that she had no right to claim maintenance
from her husband since there was no relationship of husband and
wife between them. What is her remedy for maintenance?

*    So long as Seethamma/ithe first wife of Lakshmayya, who was
divorced by her husband, remains unmarried and so long as
she remains chaste, under Section 125, Cr,P,C, sheis entitled
to claim maintenance from her husband, Lakshmayya.

49.  Kasi Rao has no male issues. His wife also died. He has one
daughter Vijaya. She is a Medical Practitioner and is married.
Her father, Kasi Rao filed an application for maintenance from
his daughter, Vijaya as he is unable to maintain himself. He
claimed maintenance at the rate of Rs. 5007- from his daughter,
Vijaya. Is he is entitled to claim maintenance?

*   The Supreme Court, while interpreting clause (d) of sub-
section (1) of Section 125, Cr.P.C,observed that in view of
Section 8, I.P.C., read with Section 2 (y), Cr.P.C., the
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